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PRESS STATEMENT ISSUED BY NIGERIA CIVIL SERVICE UNION, NATIONAL 

SECRETARIAT, ABUJA IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 2014 WORLD PUBLIC SERVICE 

DAY 

“YES TO EFFECTIVE STATE DRIVEN PUBLIC SERVICE, STOP CORRUPTION” 

In recognition of the role Public Service has played as an institution that help to make 

government function efficiently and effectively the world over, the United Nations 

declared June 23rd each year as World Public Service Day (WPSD). The day is 

celebrated in Africa and throughout the world. As we celebrate the year 2014 World 

Public Service Day, Nigeria Civil Service Union commiserate with patriots (Comrades) 

in the globe that lost their lives in course of the struggle for a better society, the 

millions of the millions that lost their means of livelihood through commercialization, 

privatization and the mass that have been impoverished because of starvation wage. 

The strength and resilience of Nation-states depends largely on the Public Service, 

which posses the knowledge and skill in the formulation and implementation of 

government socio-economic policies. Besides, the Public Service is a stabilizing factor 

in governance due to the fact that they are career officers which outlive 

governments that come and go. The experience gained over the years empowered 

civil servants to develop strategies of continuity, irrespective of political instability. 

The Public Service, therefore, strive to improve the lives of the civil society and the 

down trodden masses. 
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However, the “war on government” waged in the name of neo-liberal ideology 

supported by the World Bank, IMF and other Multinational Organizations introduced 

what  Han Engelberts, former General Secretary PSI referred to as 

 “Tyranny of unrestrained market folks unaccountable to the people” 

The policy, also came in its wake, the idea of privatization and outsourcing of the role 

of government in providing social services which is accountable for the deterioration 

of the living condition and the aggravation of series of National problems. Neo-

liberalism’s general promises of wealth for all have remain unfulfilled. 

The policy in Nigeria has not only succeeded in creating unemployment, it has 

created a wide gap between the rich and the poor. The rich continue to get richer, 

while the poor continues to get poorer. It is the conviction of Nigeria Civil Service 

Union that, the neo-liberal policies have not been accompanied by National social 

responsibility for human life. It has caused and will continue to cause enormous 

economic and social dislocation. 

In a nutshell, neo liberalism has caused immense harm to social services in Nigeria 

and will continue to do so through corruption which seems to have been legalized. 

Due to corrupt practices, economic policies are poorly designed, education level is 

low, civil society is underdeveloped, while accountability in Public institutions 

remains weak. Corruption has affected the nation’s growth and overall development. 

It is sad to note that the typical Nigerian Public official act with impunity in matters of 

allegation of corrupt practices. The law has never been seen to take its course on 

allegation of corrupt practices. 

Similarly, the Union frowns at a number of scandals surrounding the so called 

“Security Votes” which allow politicians to appropriate Billions of Naira behind 

closed doors simply by evoking “National Security”. As a result, fund that are meant 

to provide social services and pay decent wage go down the drain unaccounted. The 

Union is equally convinced that there exist a nexus between privatization and 

corruption which reinforces our belief to work with other civil community based 

organization to oppose privatization and the outsourcing of public work which 

creates additional windows for corruption. 
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There exist the urgent need for an effective legal and disciplinary sanctions so as to 

deal with all forms of corruption against multinational corporations. In this regard, 

we call on all agencies fighting corruption to brace up for the challenge ahead. The 

Union also wish to call upon the Federal Government to urgently consider the 

scrapping of tax heaven/wavers to multinational companies whose purpose is to 

bribe government officials thereby denying the nation the opportunity to generate 

revenue for the development and transformation of the Country. 

Long live Federal Republic of Nigeria. 

 

 

Comrade Kiri M. Shuaibu     Comrade Gerald E. Ukeni 
National President     General Secretary 


