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@ Tough days ahead for tax payers, say experts
® Borehole owners now to pay tax
® Lagosians troop out, stage protest
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Lagos to privatise Water Corporation

MMAMDE ORNYELUMA,

ute changes in plans
by the Lagos State
government  fowsrids
privatizing water, resl-
dents of Lagos may yet
add water bills ta the
growing list of burdens as

I I there are no bast min-

they strive to cke out o liv-
ing in the siate,
When  the  ongoing

plans takes off, residents
end borehole owners. wall
starl paying tax on water
penerated - withim  their
premises, Prime  MNews
can suthoritatively reveal.
The project referred 1o s
Public-Private  Parinmer-
ship (PPP), it was goth-
ered, is the highpoint of
a planned Work Bank
partmerzhip initintive with
the Lagos State povern-
ment. The Work Bank is
world’s largest promoter
of private witeér conlracis
o Eovernments.

Cmly.  recently, there
wis 0o global omery over
the silence by the Lagos
Siate povermment on the
project  despite  global
disclosures. But  when
the newspaper contacted
Lagos State Water Cor-
1[_:u:--r:al'u:unr (LSWC)  the
fead, Media and Public-
ity, M, Famakinwa Ibi-
ronke denied knowledge
of the plan. “T am not
aware of such a plan, but
even where government
is looking towards that it
is the Lagos State Water
Regulatory  Commission
(LSWRC) that handles
such issues,” she said.

X
imvedd thit the LSWC only

5 the responsibility of
producing, 4_:hsu11:n.mg and
commencinlixing witer,

It would be recalled that
the Waorld Bank had made
cunows and conflicting
statements on the project
when it toid the global
world a few months ago
following o deluge of
emails and calls to it key

officials h activists de-
manding |:L|sr:l|:rsurr_' of the
agreememts it had with
the Lagos State gowvern-
ment, insisting it had not
signed any such contridct
with the Lagos. Staie
government.  However,
8 pressure continued 1o
miunt, it contradicted -
self by announcing that it
himd cancetled the Fnl:r:l.n-
tiomnl  Finance Corporas
tion (IFC) olficial adwi-
sory rle in the design of
the privatization cxercise.
The: project, sources who
preferred ancnymity sav,
when  finalized.  would
lead to the cnactment of
alaw that will make it il-
legal for-any Lagos resi-
dent to own i borehole
without dwe pavment to
the state government. In-

Lere irlﬂ_EL'p in the face of
the raging  controversy
over the project. the La-
pos State government has
remained mute.

Unly recently, the En-
vironmental Rights Ac-
tion/Friends of the Earth
Nigeria (ERA/FoEN) ex-
pressed worry over the nt-
titude of the Lagos State
govermment  wondering
why the LSWC has been
silent on the project in the
face of global calls for
disclosure on the project.

In a siatement issued in
Lagos, ERATFOEN said;
“While we welcome the
cancellation of the IFC
advizory contract  afler
the World Bank double
speak, we are dismayed
by the Lagos State Water
COTpOFAtion’s Strange Si-
ience which has left La-
gos residents in the dark.™
ERAFoEN Director,
Corporate Accountability,
Akinbode Oluwafemi 1n
an interview with Prime
News noted that Lagos
residents know next o
nothing about a project
with such far-reaching
implications, describing
the state govemnment's
posture B8 UNACCEpl-

Arnm!h-ar the tabour union addressing Ihu protesters

...Jmpases tax on barehole owners

]

able. According 1o him,
“It leads us. to believe
thot this-1s-an attempt o
clandestinely tie us 10 the
loins of corporate power,

The link is a further proof

that something nol oo
good is gmng on under
U NOSEE;
Oluwafemi  told  the
newspaper that altermpls
by ERAJ/FoOEN 1o get u
sense of whit the privae-
tisation denl entails have
met  with official
stonewall at the LSWC
affice where its officinls
zaid they are not involved
in any water plans with
the World B
He siressed that exam-
ples across the globe have
shown th IFC designs
biased  contracts  that
drive corporate profit, but
violates the human right
0 waner, and undermine
democracy and the public
interest, insisting that La-
gos cannol take control of

2] million people’s waler
sYEtem,

“In the interest of the
public,” he said, “we de-
mand that the Lagos State
covernment halt the em-
brace of a failed model
of  corporate-controlled
and commodified witer
This is our Lagos and our
waler i our right The
LSWC must speak up™,
Oluwatem| insisis,

Ta further press home
their demand, the group
in & letter addressed o
the Lapos State Governor
Babatunde Raji Fashola
{SAN]}, cited the failures
of the project in coun-
1ries like Philipines and
India, and Nagpur cifty,
describing the project as
witsteful. The letter dat-
ed znj'![nrr:h Ig hiﬂé; u}d“
o Shgnio A
Edwl!::duanaﬁny D:r!::o—
lgr International  Water

ampaign Corporate Ac-
cuunfﬁ:flit}' In:f;;au:lims].
Comrade Solomon Adel-
egan, Mational President,

Amnlgamated Union
of  Public Caorporations,
Civil Service Technical
and Recreational Services

Emplovees  [AUPCTRE)
and Sani Baba Moham-
mod, Sub-Regional Sec-
retary,  Public  Services
Infernational  (PSI), e
spectively, advised the
governor to reject what
they  described as mis-
leading marketing, partic-
ulinrly what its proponenty
sy 18 0 success story of
ihe project, saying, "Wt
wias 8 massive fmilure in
Manills and India."

The letter, which was
delivered to the governor

Akinbode Dluwalemi, Direclor ERA

s members of the groups
marched to the Lagos
State Government House,
Alnusa, ss woll as the
State House of Assem-
by, also wumed of the
verse economic effects
such project would have
on residents of the state.
They called on the state
government, o uphold
the hiuman right 1o waler
s an obligetion of the
government, inlegrale a
broad  public pﬂﬂlcl.rm-
tion in d:\'cl.upmg plsn;
pimed ol schieving uni-
versal access o clean
water, as well as build a
political will to prion-
tize water for the people

by imvesting on infra-
structure neces for
making witer f?;
readily accessible to the
people, as according o
them, such moves would
mgrovn public  health

invigorate the Lagos
Economy.

"W u ol 10 reject
all p!l.lur%?n{ad at pr?va-
tizing water or any form
of water contracts mnvoly-
ing the IFC whose aim is
o maximize profit. We
urge you to also reject all
forms of water privatiza-
tion  und commodifica-
tion, Water if kfe. Woter
I= peoples right,” the let-
ter-saicl,




