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Statement by AFL-CIO President John Sweeney
on the Fiscal Stabilization Plan

Proposed by Puerto Rico’s Governor Fortuiio
April 27, 2009

The Fiscal Stabilization Plan that Gov. Fortufio seeks to implement in Puerto Rico will have
devastating consequences throughout the Island, not only for the 30,000 workers whose jobs will
be eliminated, but also for every Puerto Rican who relies on critical services provided by the
state government. Rather than solve the current fiscal challenge, the Stabilization Plan may lead
to a deeper recession and increased unemployment and thereby create new social and economic
problems that will negatively impact the Puerto Rican people -- and it must be stopped.

The AFL-CIO and Change to Win strongly oppose privatization of vital public services and call
on the Governor to ensure that collective bargaining and other labor rights for workers are
protected. We, together with the Puerto Rico locals in our federations, are willing to work with
the Administration to help solve the crisis if the Governor is open to modifying the Plan to
prevent what we believe to be the destructive effects that Public Law 7 and privatization would
have on all working families in Puerto Rico. This economic crisis cannot and must not be solved
on the backs of Puerto Rican workers. These workers are already bearing a disproportionate
burden and, quite frankly, are the best hope for solving the crisis.
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